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Dear All, 

 Of all the tools that might help me write a letter for this magazine, 
I am starting to believe that a crystal ball might be the most useful. 
You see, there are so many things that are up in air at present, just as 
there have been for so many months now, that it is hard to predict 
what I can say that will be useful, or even relevant, when you come to 
read it. Having no infallible crystal ball I will just have to guess. 

 My guess is that things will be uncertain. That there will be a little 
more opening up, but not enough to celebrate the resumption of life as 
normal and I strongly suspect that many of us will find this ‘almost but 
not quite’ time frustrating and perplexing. 

 So, believing that this may well be the case, what can we do and say 
to help each other through these days? I know I have mentioned them 
before, but I find the ‘five simple things’ checklist for keeping mental-
ly healthy very helpful. Of course, if things have got serious, seek pro-
fessional help but for the majority who just feel worn down, frayed 
and close to the end of their tether, balancing these five things really 
does help. I could dress them up with Bible quotations, but they came, 
I am told, originally from a company that wanted to help their staff to 
better well being and looked at a vast array of studies to point them in 
the right direction. The five simple things are- 

Be active- take exercise appropriate to you and the benefit is 
hugely increased if you do so outdoors. 

Stay connected- make time for family and friends and keeping in 
touch. 

Be curious and creative- try out a new skill, learn something new 

Do something for someone else- it really makes you feel better too 

Make time to enjoy the present- without worrying about the past or 
future. This could be something structured like mindfulness or 
meditative prayer or just smelling the roses or watching the 
birds. 

We can’t know what these next few months will bring but trying these 
things should make you more resilient yourself and give a checklist 
for how you might help a friend or neighbour who is struggling a  
little, 

With every blessing,, 

  Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



Secretary for the parish of St Brides with Marloes 

 

The church committee for the joint parish of St Brides with Marloes is seeking someone 
to fulfil the role of secretary, as Hilary Anderson is stepping down after 20 years. Duties 
would include the administration for the parish, attending church committee meetings 
(usually held quarterly), taking down and producing meeting minutes, providing commu-
nications within the committee and generally overseeing paperwork, insurances and mat-
ters of compliance. Hilary is very happy to provide a comprehensive handover of the files 
if that would be helpful. This is an unpaid, voluntary role but you would have the oppor-
tunity to be involved in matters relating to your local churches and your community. 
Please contact either Yvonne Evans at ycevans@hotmail.com or Hilary Anderson at   
hilsanderson007@gmail.com for further details. 

Haymaking 1920s style 

 The local history project in Walwyn’s castle has drawn to a close with an 
exhibition of how farming has changed there over the past century. The ex-
hibition will be up in church most of the summer and can be viewed at ser-
vice times or by appointment with the churchwardens. Some of the project’s 
work is also available on a Facebook page - Walwyn’s Castle Farming    
History. 

 Research for the project turned up two memoirs of life in Robeston West 
in the 1920s and 30s. The first was written by a woman and the second by 
her brother, who, after reading her account wrote his own. Their differing 
descriptions of July haymaking are fascinating. The lady describes how, as 
quite a small girl, her job was to sharpen the knives used to cut the hay and 
keep them sharp as they would be blunted by the end of a row. As she got 
older, she was sent off on her bike to summon relatives and neighbours to 
come and help with the work and then, a little older, to Milford to buy the 
meat for the big mid-day meal to feed the workers. 

 Her experience does not seem to have been unusual. The school rec-
ords at the time regularly say that the school has been closed for several 
days in July because the children are all busy with the hay. 

 The two accounts, however, vary over the subject of the home brew pro-
vided for the workers. The lady, who was raised Band of Hope and regularly 
attended Tiers Cross Chapel, assures the reader that the home brew was 
very weak and mild, hardly alcoholic at all. She also recalls it was made in 
the same copper that occurs in her rather graphic account of pig killing. 
When her brother talks about the beer however, it is with a story of how, 
when they had to bring in dock workers from Milford to help when there was 
a labour shortage, the strangers got hugely drunk and incapable. 

Now this had me wondering, was it the beer or just a difference in 
the way brothers and sisters tell the same story? 



There are a number of very plausible SCAMS doing the rounds at the mo-
ment. They involve: 
1) Selling cheap multi-vitamins, in order to get your bank details and sign 

you up to expensive schemes (or worse) 
2) Emails pretending to be from the Royal Mail (or other parcel delivery 

firm). They ask you pay a small amount of money to re-arrange deliv-
ery. They are actually after your bank details. Do not supply them!  

3) Phone calls purporting to be from the police and warning you of fraud 
on your bank card. They are trying to obtain your personal infor-
mation and PIN. They may offer to pick up the “fraudulent” card from 
you.  

4) Phone calls pressuring you to “Press 1” otherwise something terrible 
will happen.  

5) Cold callers offering a new mobile phone for very attractive rates 
6) Whatsapp security codes - never give yours away.  
For more information go the Marloes Website www.marloes.org.uk and 
click on the link on the front page.  
 
Age UK (ageuk.org.uk) have a lot of information on their website - search 
for “scams”  

ALBION FILM PROJECT 

  
There has been good progress behind the scenes: our film maker is now start-
ing the complicated business of transforming all the material into a “rough 
cut”.  No small task, as we've presented her with huge amounts of data: voiceo-
vers, location photos, historian’s investigations, web search results, archaeolo-
gists’ reports (some very recent), plus Swedish videos of a working replica ship 
of the same era! 
  Meanwhile, Albion herself seems to want to get in on the act: on Saturday 19th 
June Chris found this impressive lump of ship rib on the Albion Sands shingle 
tideline, and struggled home with it for fear of some ignorant so-and-so lighting 
a beach fire under it.  This does happen – even with timbers which are, one 
would have thought, of obvious historical importance.  The pole is 1 metre long; 
note the pegged construction. 

  Anne Meeke  Chris Jessop 



Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
Items under discussion at the June meeting 
included the following.   
 

Accounts 2020/21 – Noted that the Inter-
nal Auditor report raised no issues.  The 
Annual Return statements were approved 
by the Council, and signed by the Chairman 
and Clerk/Financial Officer.  A poster will be 
displayed locally by the 6th August to advise 
on the procedure for the exercise of elec-
tor’s rights to ask questions and make ob-
jections at Audit from the 20th September 
2021.    
Community Works Grant – The County 
Council is waiting delivery of the posts to 
support the Speed Warning Sign alongside 
the Recreation/Play area.  This Grants 
Scheme will operate again in the 2021/22 
year.  The Community Council is exploring 
the possibility of submitting an application 
for this grant for the Clock Tower Footpath 
to be upgraded for use all year round.     
National Trust Car Park Permits – 
Please see details in the June Newsletter. 
Financial Payments - The meeting ap-
proved the payment of £39 to Mrs. Royle to 
cover the Website Hosting Fee (Ezee) for 
this year.  
Highway Matters – Noted that the Coun-
ty Council have agreed to replace yellow 
lines at the entrance to the Marloes Sands 
Car Park.  Officers have been asked to also 
put hatch lines inside the yellow lines oppo-
site the Sandy Lane to deter inconsiderate 
parking. It was noted that hedge cutting 
should commence before the end of June.  
Private hedges are not normally cut in this 
process. Please ensure that if your property 
is alongside a pavement, or where pedestri-
ans normally walk that hedges/bushes are 
trimmed back, to avoid injury and/or forcing 
people to walk further into the roadway.   
Bus Timetables 315 & 400 – Summer 
2021 – These timetables are now available 
from the operators and from the County 

Council, and can also be accessed on the 
village website.  Please note that from the 
19th July to the 25th September that the 315 
service will also operate on Saturdays.  This 
service had been withdrawn in previous 
years, and use will be monitored this sum-
mer.  Visitors as well as local residents may 
find this useful to enable links to train ser-
vices.   
Planning Matters 
NP/21/0177/FUL – 7, Green Meadow 
Close, Marloes  - Amended plans received. 
The Council agreed that they maintain their 
opposition as the amenity of neighbours will 
be affected, as well as affecting parking.  Cllr. 
Jessop to attend the on-line meeting to 
make representations.  
NP/21/0206/FUL – Interpretation Panel, 
The Gann.  The Council had no objection to 
the sign as submitted reference the Ponds – 
to be supplied by Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW). 
NP/21/0342/FUL – Demolish & Replace 
Asbestos Building, Gibbys, Marloes.  Noted 
that the original building has already been 
removed.  Clerk to clarify the proposed use 
of the replacement building, and then the 
Chairman to approve the response letter to 
the National Park.  
Noted that Planning Consent has been is-
sued for NP/21/0097/FUL – Extension at 
Lower Hoaten, St. Brides.  
PCNP has issued a consultation docu-
ment on “The Future of the National 
Park”.  Agreed that the Community should 
comment, and also apply to take part in the 
planned on-line Seminar.  See the link here; 
https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/
news/have-your-say-on-a-new-national-park-
vision/ 
Affordable Housing – The Council noted 
that it is nearly 5 years since the Town 
Meadow Estate was built and the 8 dwellings 
occupied.  The Community Council has 
asked to be advised of the number of people 
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on the local housing waiting lists, and also the 
present number of holiday homes.  The Coun-
ty Council has advised that they are commit-
ted to producing an affordable housing strate-
gy, and a working group has been set up to 
help create this.  Councils members agreed 
that they would wish to contribute to this 
Strategy, and will also respond to the recently 
announced consultation on “Second Homes 
and long term Empty Properties”.   
https://haveyoursay.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/
review-of-second-and-long-term-empty-
homes.  
Village Green – Concern was raised at the 
Council meeting about vehicles being parked 
on the Village Green opposite Moriah Chapel.  
Complaints had also been received from local 
residents.     
All residents, and those visiting the vil-
lage are reminded that parking on a 
Registered Green is illegal under local 
and national legislation. Owners of Holi-
day Home/Lets should advise people 
who book accommodation either direct-
ly, or through agencies that vehicles 
must not park on the Green.  This legis-
lation also applies to the Green by St. 
Peter’s Church.    
 
Next Meetings - The next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday 12th July commencing at 
7.30pm, and is likely to be held in Marloes 
Village Hall.   The following meeting is sched-
uled for Monday 9th August.  These arrange-
ments are subject to there being no change in 
the Coronavirus regulations. Please see notic-
es displayed nearer to the time.  Community 
residents of Marloes & St. Brides are normally 
very welcome to attend and speak at the invi-
tation of the Chairman, but it is likely that 
numbers will be very restricted at the present 
time.   
See www.marloes.org.uk for further Commu-
nity information;  minutes of the Community 
Council meetings after they are approved, and 
also previous copies of Peninsula Papers 
(excluding adverts)  

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels    
Minutes of the meeting held in the Sports and 
Social Club Tuesday, 8th June 2021 
Present 
Cllrs. Moira Hawkins (chair), Barbara Harston, 
Lynda Thomas, John Everett,  Ken Hackett, 
Colin Jenkins, PCC Cllr Reg Owens. Revd. 
Michael Cottam, (clerk) 
Phil Stoddart (for the start of the meeting)  
 

Mr. Stoddart arrived at the sports club before 
the start of the business meeting, in order to 
address councillors and to air his grievances 
arising out of the subject of gates across the 
public highway at Monkhill Farm in 2019.   Mr. 
Stoddart also complained about other council 
members at the meeting and, after three quar-
ters of an hour’s exchange of views, his com-
ments were noted and Mr. Stoddart left the 
Meeting. Discussion amongst councillors fol-
lowing  Mr.  Stoddart’s  departure  centred 
around Cllr Reg Owen’s suggestion for a site 
meeting to discuss contentions about the pub-
lic road to the Soldier’s Rock gate to include 
Mr. Rob Evans of PCC. Cllr John Everett was 
asked if he would represent the community 
council at such a meeting.  

Before business moved forward, the council 
expressed its support and confidence in the 
clerk’s minutes and reports. 

2. Minutes of previous council meeting. 

Minutes of the ‘Zoom’ council meeting which 
had been held on March 29th were previously 
circulated to council. 

3.Matters Arising 

Defibrillators.   Cllr.  Ken  Hackett  enquired 
whether  defibrillators  were  being serviced.  
(Clerk) 

Grass verges by Winsle Leys junction with Dale 
road. These were considered to constitute a 
danger because of growth blocking view of 
traffic. (Clerk)  

Street lighting. It was noted that several street 
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lights were currently inoperable. Cllr. Colin 
Jenkins reported that he would send an up-
dated list  of  outstanding items concerning 
highways and flooding to the clerk, copied to 
PCC Cllr. Reg Owens. 

 4.Planning Applications. Regret was ex-
pressed that notifications of applications to 
PCNP were no longer sent automatically to 
the  clerk,  only  when  decisions  had been 
made. A close perusal of current applications 
were urged. (Clerk)  

5.Marsh Road. Following publicity concern-
ing the Gann estuary and Pickleridge and 
information  received  from  Yvonne  Evans, 
clerk to Marloes CC, Cllr Colin Jenkins not-
ed that the Marsh Road bordering the Gann 
inlet had been designated a footpath when, in 
reality, it was a byway open to all traffic.  

6.Road Signs at Castle Cottages. Council-
lors  expressed concern  at  the danger  to 
horses from some road users following inci-
dents experienced. Could the 30 MPH sign 
be moved further back towards the junction 
to extend the speed limited area? It  was 
commented that moving road signs was usu-
ally a lengthy and costly process. C. Cllr Reg 
Owens  suggested  that  Claire  Williams  at 
PCC be contacted (Clerk) 

7.Sandy Haven Farm footpath. Cllr Barba-
ra Harston noted the public footpath stile by 
the farm had been wired up and a hand-
written  notice  forbidding  dogs   erected. 
There is no prior warning of this on the path. 
(Clerk to contact path officer)  

8.Hedge bordering the Lindsway cliff path 
in sports field. This is overgrown, making 
passage difficult along the metalled footpath. 
Council to be informed. (Clerk) 

9.Grove Road and Brook Lake flooding.  
Councillors wondered whether the excava-
tion of the drainage ditch on the Furzy side 
of Grove Rd would help to prevent flooding 
of  the  road surface.  Cllr.  Moira  Hawkins 
asked that the Brook Lake be cleared of 

choking weed. (Clerk to contact Emrys Llew-
ellyn of PCC.) 
 

10.Finance Matters 

The clerk presented a statement of the ac-
counts for year ending March 31st, 2021 for 
council’s approval. These were proposed by 
Cllr  John  Everett  and  seconded by  Cllr. 
Lynda Thomas. 

11.Disposal of Funds from sale of Memo-
rial Hall. 

Suggestions to the clerk from some members 
of the community were presented to council. 
It was decided that, before any further delib-
eration on possible use of monies left over 
from the new memorial, designs and costs of 
such a memorial be sought and laid before 
council.  The clerk reported that this was 
already in process and that he would report 
progress as soon as information is received. 

It was unanimously agreed in council that any 
new memorial be sited on Burgage Green, 
that area being common land.  

12. AOB .  

• The. Clerk was asked to contact the 
new owner of the Memorial Hall to report 
the deterioration of the wall by the road  

• Parking at times of the day at the junc-
tion of Castle Road and Trewarren  Rd has 
occasioned some complaints. 

• Claire Shiel of Allendale Drive, the stew-
ard of the sport’s club, has asked the clerk 
about the procedure in becoming a council-
lor and expressed an interest in standing for 
election when a vacancy should occur. 

13.Next meeting. (A.G.M.)  

Wednesday, August 18th at 7.00 p.m. in the 
lounge of the sports club. 
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DaleDaleDaleDale    
Annual General Meeting 
Appointment of Officers - Cllr Lyn Jones 
was re-elected as Chairman for the 
2021/2022 year, and Cllr Peter Morgan as 
Vice Chair. Mrs Francesca Jones was con-
firmed as Clerk and Responsible Financial 
Officer.  
Accounts 2020/2021 
The Clerk presented the Income and Ex-
penditure for the last year and these were 
approved in readiness for the Audit process. 
Mr Alan Copley had kindly agreed to carry 
out the Internal Audit for the year, as agreed 
at previous meetings. The Annual Return 
was signed off.  
Parking Issues 
The Council have recently met with repre-
sentatives from PCC to discuss the issue of 
Parking within the Car Park and around the 
village. Marc Owen attended and discussed 
possible solutions such as re landscaping the 
right hand side of the carpark to try and 
encourage parking in rows as opposed to 
following the curves of the current landscap-
ing. In terms of disabled bay and double yel-
low line abuse, we were reassured that the 
Traffic Enforcement team is active within the 
village issuing fines. The Council is expecting 
an update soon. 
Speeding 
Speeding has been raised by residents and it 
has been raised in the past. The Council met 
with someone from PCC to discuss con-
cerns. A suggestion of 20mph speed limit 
was discussed and signage similar to what 
Marloes has decided upon was proposed. 
The Council were advised that new legisla-
tion that comes in to place for 2023 will see 
Dale become 20mph anyway. A speed warn-
ing sign was agreed upon and the next Com-
munity Works Grant is due to come out 
anytime now, for which we will apply.  
Highway Matters 
Flooding on the Fort Road was raised as an 

issue due to the amount of water and debris 
that comes down during times of heavy rain. 
The debris that collects at the bottom of the 
hill is a safety issue and regularly builds up 
inside the Yacht Club cellar and outside the 
doors. Rob Evans was contacted, and a cul-
vert was proposed to allow the water and 
smaller debris to be deposited through the 
woods and over the cliff. An investigation 
was promised by PCC to assess the problem 
and to make a plan going forward. 
Planning Matters 
It was noted that the appeal for planning 
application NP/20/0129/FUL (133 Castle 
Way) regarding the proposed erection of a 
first floor extension above existing utility 
space to the side, was refused. 
Application NP/21/0149/FUL at Speed-
lands Farm for change of land use to create a 
seasonal campsite with 7 bell tents and wel-
fare unit was discussed and no concerns 
were raised. 
Application NP/21/0206/FUL Installation 
of 2 x New Interpretation Panels at the 
Gann was discussed. No objections to the 
proposal of the new signs, it was noted that 
adding a note regarding cleaning up after dog 
fouling could be added along with the sec-
tion about keeping dogs on leads at all times. 
 
Financial Payments 
The following payments were approved: 
Zurich Insurance    £257.60 
Clerk                      £530.00 
Coronation Hall     £250.00 
Cemetery Grant     £250.00 
Peninsular Papers  £100.00 
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 
13th September at 7pm in the Corona-
tion Hall, Dale. Due to ongoing Covid regu-
lations this may have to change. Please check 
notices published closer to the time for up-
dates.  

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



 

 

 

The Heritage Centre will be open by 
appointment only   

 

Contact 
Harriet 636668 or 
Yvonne 636251 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

Summer DiarySummer DiarySummer DiarySummer Diary    

It is wonderful to have things to put in the diary at last after 
such a long time! 
 
JULY 
Mon 12 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes                            
  Village Hall 
 
Wed 28 - Fri 30 10 - 3 “Mamma Mia” summer workshop for children, see advert, St 
Ishmaels S&S Club 
 
AUGUST 
Sun 1 - Sun 15 10 - 6 “LANDED”, an summer art exhibition, Dale Coronation Hall  
 
Wed 4 - Fri 6 10 - 3 “We will Rock You” summer workshop for children, see advert, 
St Ishmaels S&S Club 
 
Mon   9 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
 
Wed  18 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Sports Club 
 
Fri 27 - Mon 30 10 - 5  “The G&T Collective”, exhibition and sale of local handi-              
                crafts, Marloes Village Hall 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Mon 6 1900 Tai Chi starts at Dale Coronation Hall (see advert) 
 
Mon 13 1900 Dale Community Council, Dale Coronation Hall 

 
 It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events  

for inclusion in the diary.  



CHURCH SERVICES FOR JULY AND AUGUST 
 

We are cau2ously progressing with the re-opening of our churches 

adhering strictly to the Covid regula2ons. 

 

Marloes/St Brides and St Ishmaels 

July 4th - St Brides 11am - Holy Communion 

July 11th - St Ishmaels 11am - Morning Prayer and Baptism 

July 18th - Marloes - 9.30am - Holy Communion 

August 1st - St Brides -11am - Holy Communion 

August 8th - St Ishmaels 11am - Holy Communion 

August 15th - Marloes - 9.30am - Holy Communion. 

August 29th - St Ishmaels - 11am - Holy Communion 

 
Walwyn’s Castle and Robeston West  - These are the planned       
services but, as things may change at short notice, please check with the 

village facebook page or ring. 

4th July 11am  Holy Communion Walwyn’s Castle 

11th July 11am  Holy Communion Robeston West 

18th July 11am   Holy Communion Walwyn’s Castle 

25th July 9.30am  Holy Communion Robeston West 

   11am  Holy Communion Walwyn’s Castle 

1st August 11am   Holy Communion Walwyn’s Castle 

8th August 11am  Holy Communion Robeston West 

15th August 11am  Morning Prayer  Walwyn’s Castle 

22nd August 11am   Morning Prayer  Robeston West 

29th August 11am  Holy Communion  Walwyn’s Castle  

 

Dale 

4th July 8.30 am Eucharist. 

18th July 6.00pm Evening prayer. 

1st August 8.30am Eucharist. 



Dale Seagrass Update  

New buoyage marking the planted seagrass area is now in place in Dale Bay. There are 
three yellow visitor moorings on the Eastern edge of the area (out towards the outer 
pontoon) and two signage buoys marking the Western shallow boundary.  

Visitor buoys are provided (for 10 ton and 40ft max) as a facility to help prevent anchor-
ing within the new seagrass meadow as that would damage the plants. The Dale Seagrass 
Stakeholder Group have been working on setting up the mechanisms to accept voluntary 
donations (suggested £10 per night) for use of the new visitor moorings.  Information on 
use of the buoys will be available at www.daleseagrass.org   

As promised, the Swansea team removed the seagrass from their experimental research 
plots over in Frenchman’s Bay and transplanted them into the restoration plot.  

Project Seagrass has presented local Dale fisher Mark Gainfort with a certificate of agree-
ment to commence a pilot Sensitive Ecosystem Responsible Fisher (SERF) Award. 
Through agreement over specific fishing and boating activities the aim is that Mark and his 
licenced fishing boat M8 will be able to demonstrate compliance to responsible fisher 
behaviour with particular focus on activities that interact with habitats on the sea bed. 
The scheme is a trial that will be a period of learning for all involved and help structure a 
long term vision for the scheme. The scheme does not provide any form of certification 
for catch sustainability. That requires fisheries stock level management at a wider regional 
level. That is the role of the Welsh Government fisheries and requires verification by the 
Marine Stewardship Council. This instead allows an individual fisher to make a public and 
verified announcement of their individual responsible behaviour in order to assist with 
the marketing of their business. The aim is that good environmental behaviours can be 
financially rewarded. It is hoped that this pilot scheme will lead to benefits to seagrass and 
other habitats in other locations and that the hard work of those involved in Dale will 
lead to wider benefits to the marine environment. 

Information is available on the Seagrass Ocean Rescue update page hosted by Pembrokeshire Coastal Fo-
rum: https://www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk/seagrassoceanrescue/  

For any further information or observations regarding the planted seagrass please contact Dale Seagrass 
Stakeholder Group Chair Fil Marshall fil@pointfarmdale.co.uk or Dr Richard Unsworth 
r.k.f.unsworth@swansea.ac.uk (phone 07795 311166).  



MARLOES & ST BRIDES VILLAGE HALL 

 

Our Village Hall is now  
OPEN and BOOKINGS are being taken. 

 

All enquiries to be made via the bookings secretary Emma Truelove on 
07896 719409 or via email 

mvhbookings@hotmail.com  
when dates can be confirmed. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you safely back to our village hall. 

A "Buzz " in Walwyns Castle   
Sunday June 27th, 10am - 12 pm 

Join local National Park Ranger Vicky to discover more about the 
Bumble Bees in our local area . 

Meet at Walwyns Castle Village hall to look and learn about the dif-
ferent Bees followed by a walk around the area to discover where 

they live, and the different species that we might have here.  

An event for all to enjoy  

To keep COVID safe , please provide your own mask for when inside 
the hall  

WALWYN'S CASTLE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Is pleased to welcome you back safely 

and is available for bookings and classes  
           All enquiries to  

   Jean Rees on 01437929813 

Email wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com 

*WANTED* PROPERTY TO RENT LONG TERM 

I desperately want to permanently move back to Pembrokeshire and I'm looking for a long 
term let in Marloes or the nearby vicinity. Either a house, flat or residential park caravan - 
all as long as it's long term, (but not sharing). I'm a single 58 year old woman, non smoker. 
I'm willing to pay 6 months rent plus the deposit up front for the right property. Maximum 
£530 pcm. 

Please contact me on 07505 366128 if you know of anywhere or anyone who might have 
anything? (Or if you prefer, please send me a private message on facebook, the cover photo 
is of Marloes beach).                                                                               Anita Butler 



SOLSTIGNORANCE! 

21st	June	2021	

 

The other day, a BBC lady 

Was prappling on excitedly about “the forthcoming equinox”. 

And, you know, the only thing I had handy to throw 

Was a wellyboot-stinking pair of socks I'd just pulled off; 

So they were what my radio got! 
 

And as I scored two direct hits on her silly voice I hissed, 

"You might think you're such a clever London Miss, 

But there is something you should learn and it is this: 

To talk now about an equinox just about to come along, 

That is so wrong! 
It is the solstice we're about to celebrate, 

So how I wish that I 

Could cut a huge lump of humble pie – 

And make you sit and eat it off the roughest sort of plate! 

 

Chris	Jessop 

Ed:	She	had	obviously	not	done	Latin	at	school	as	indeed	most	people	have	not	these	days.	 



St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2021 
League fixtures 
  
 3rd July  1st XI v Carew away    2nd XI v Narberth II home 
10th July  1st XI v Neyland home      2nd XI v Haverfordwest III away 
17th July  1st XI v Llechryd away   2nd XI v Neyland II home 
24th July  1st XI v Haverfordwest home 2nd XI v Stackpole away 
31st  July  1st XI v Lawrenny home   2nd XI v Llangwm II away 
7th August  1st XI v Cresselly away   2nd XI v Cresselly II home 
14th August  1st XI v Saundersfoot home 2nd XI v LLanrhian away 
21st August  1st XI v Narberth away   2nd XI v Johnston4 home 
 

Cup competitions 
Unfortunately, we are no longer in these.  
Ladies Softball Cricket Festivals (Sundays 11:00a.m. start) 
Laugharne 18th July 
Pembroke 8th August 
St Ishmaels (Hosting) 22nd August 
Junior fixtures 
Under 13s It has been very difficult to get these games played.  Semi Final 2nd August 
& Final 11th August  
Under 11s Have won the 3 games played & 2 more to go.  Semi Final 27th July & Final 9th 
August  
Under 9s Festival dates (Sundays 10:00a.m. start) 
11th July at Llanrhian 
18th July at Neyland 
25th July at Haverfordwest 
 
Training sessions 
Seniors Thursday 6:15 p.m. 
Ladies Softball cricket Thursday 5:45 p.m.  
Under 11/13s Friday 5:30 p.m. Under 9s Thursday 5:30 – 6:15 p.m. 
 
This site provide excellent coverage of Pembrokeshire cricket:- 
www.pembrokeshiresport.co.uk  
Pembroke County Cricket Club’s website at www.pembrokecountycc.co.uk also provides a 
great deal of information. 
A very big ‘Thank You’ to our wonderful supporters who have helped us again this sea-
son. 
Yours in sport 
Wendy Bradshaw (01646636446 / 07974678329) 
Sec. St Ishmaels C.C. & Club Safeguarding Officer 

Don’t forget that you can put batteries out for recycling with any roadside collec-
tion. Just put them in a clear polythene bag and put them on top of the paper bin 

or the food bin.  



Celtic Sea Watersports and Celtic Sea Shop.  
We are a new watersports business located at the Boathouse Dale.  We 
have a brand new fleet of RS sailing dinghies to suit all abilities and skill 
levels on the water, we can tailor individual packages from taster experi-
ences to advanced sailing tuition.   

Celtic Sea Watersports has a range of kayaks and canoes to explore this 
beautiful corner of the Pembrokeshire coastline.  All activities can be 
booked on line through our website or we are happy to discuss options to 
build packages to suit individuals needs.   

We will also be offering water skiing, wake boarding and towables for the 
thrill seekers or those looking for a different challenge .  On Wednesday 
evenings we’ll be hosting Dale Junior sailing throughout the summer.  We 
welcome everyone to come and have a look at our facilities and take a 
browse round our shop which has a selection of watersports kit and a range 
of unique and interesting gifts all with a nautical theme. 

Walwyns Castle Village Hall set to give nature a helping hand  

Walwyns Castle Village Hall CIO has been awarded a new garden package by environ-
mental charity Keep Wales Tidy.  

They are one of the first community groups in the country to benefit from this year’s 
Local Places for Nature scheme.  

Walwyn’s Castle village hall will be creating a pollinator garden at the village green. All 
the plants, tools and materials are being provided for free by Keep 
Wales Tidy.  

Kate Morgan from Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall said:  “We are de-
lighted to be involved in the Local Places for Nature scheme, and 
are looking forward to seeing our pollinator garden area develop 
on the village green. This is an ideal way to get people involved 
with an outdoor project that the whole community can enjoy” 



Latest report on the Scaly Cricket 
 
“Although the cricket is still present, the amount of suitable shingle habitat has diminished con-
siderably leaving the population vulnerable to extinction. A wider search of other localities failed 
to find the species. There is probably little we can do about the loss of shingle but the popula-
tion may also be vulnerable to the collection of driftwood which is used as oviposition sites and 
perhaps some interpretation on site may help to minimise this.” 
 
For some background on Scaly Crickets,  here is the article I wrote from the 2017 summer 
issue of PP : 
 

The Scaly Cricket - the star of Marloes Sands 

This article is adapted from one written by Prof. Ka-
rim Vahed of the University of Derby and published 
in the Pembrokeshire Biodiversity Newsletter. 

“The scaly cricket (Pseudomogoplistes vicentae) is 
amongst the rarest and least well studied of the 
U.K.’s Orthoptera (grasshoppers and crickets). It 
is highly unusual for a cricket in that it lives on 
beaches amongst shingle and under larger 
stones. The scaly cricket is currently known 
from only four localities in the U.K., two of 
which (Marloes Sands and Dale bay) are in Pem-
brokeshire. 



 

I have been studying this enigmatic species at Marloes Sands over the last three years. I 
began by gathering data on the life cycle, about which relatively little was known. This 
entailed visiting Marloes Sands in each season to assess the life cycle stages present, 
combined with rearing individuals in the laboratory, from eggs to adult, at the University 
of Derby. The results so far indicate that a scaly cricket must survive two winters dur-
ing its life time in order to reach adulthood. The eggs, which are laid in the summer, 
take a whole year to hatch. The resulting nymphs are only half-grown by the start of the 
next winter and become adult during the following summer. Some females can even 
survive a third winter as adults. 

Surviving winter in a habitat of shifting shingle is quite a feat. I first visited the Marloes 
Sands site in the spring following the severe storm surges of winter 2013/14, which 
caused extensive damage all along the Welsh coast. I was sceptical about whether I 
would find any scaly crickets at all and, for the first half an hour of searching, had no 
success. I was about to give up when my son, Gabriel (who was seven at the time) an-
nounced that he had just found three under one stone! The crickets had survived. Fur-
ther searches in the immediate vicinity revealed a very healthy population. 

The news, however, was not all good: the scaly crickets and their shingle habitat have all 
but disappeared from a very large section of their former range along the eastern end 
of the beach. Comparing photographs of the scaly cricket habitat along that stretch of 
beach taken in 2006 with those taken this year, the dramatic loss of shingle and cobble 
banks at the base of the cliff is very evident. This means that the main population at 
Marloes Sands is now restricted to a stretch of beach only about 200 metres long. I am 
still optimistic about the long term survival of the scaly cricket, however. It is clearly 
well adapted to its somewhat severe habitat. 

While studying its life cycle, I observed that females prefer to lay their eggs in drift-
wood. This raises the intriguing possibility that overwintering eggs might be able to sur-
vive winter storms by “rafting”. Furthermore, it may well be that the species is under-
recorded in Pembrokeshire and the rest of the U.K. After all, the population at Marloes 
Sands was only discovered in 1999. Surveys of other suitable locations around the Pem-
brokeshire coast might well yield new records.“ 

Note from the editor: Does this mean that we should discourage people from collecting drift-
wood from Marloes Sands for firewood and barbecues? At the moment everybody does it - how 
many Scaly Cricket eggs are going up in smoke?  

And a more recent note: And how does the recent number of rockfalls affect them I wonder? 

Joke sent me by my sister in Australia; from the Sydney Sun Herald, from  CJ 
 
A painter would often thin down his paint to make it go a wee bit further.   While 
finishing painting a local church there was a mighty clap of thunder: the sky 
opened, rain poured down, and it washed all the thinned-down paint off the 
church.   He knew that this was a judgement from the Almighty, so he fell on his 
knees and cried, “Oh God, forgive me!  What should I do?”  And from the thun-
der, a mighty voice spoke: “Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!” 



Nesting wagtailsNesting wagtailsNesting wagtailsNesting wagtails    

I have often wondered why we have been unable to attract Pied Wagtails to nest with us. 
There are plentiful ledges and suitable spots in the pumphouse and I have put up suitable 
boxes, all to no avail. Why was this, when every farm around us has a pair of Pied Wag-
tails, even Runwayskiln! We have a stream, plentiful nest sites, a roof with loads of basking 
flies and nice lawns to run around on. 

Well this year we obviously did something right – 
we purchased a pair of stepladders with a handy 
tool tray at the top. This apparently was exactly 
the right size for a wagtail nest. Before we went 
away on holiday to Scotland we could see that a 
pair of wagtails was prospecting. First of all I think 
they had their eye on the underside of the car, but 
then turned their attentions to the log pile and 
then to the pumphouse, but we had not found a 
nest. When we came back from holiday we care-
fully inspected every possible ledge and soon 
found the nest on the stepladder. It was very in-
convenient - not only did it stop us using the stepladder, it also stopped most activity at 
that end of the pumphouse – the female would slip silently off the nest and out through 
the broken window at the slightest disturbance and we were worried that too much time 
off the nest meant that the eggs would get cold. Even when the young birds hatched the 
adults were still very twitchy when we were around and would not feed the young while 
we were in the pumphouse.   

We soon got used to their feeding routine. The male was particularly entertaining – he 
would arrive in the garden and perch on the electricity wire with a huge beakful of insects. 
He would then wait, sometimes for quite a while, until the coast was clear and fly down 
on to a fence near the unglazed window. He would then look around some more, and 
when absolutely sure there was nothing watching him he would pop through the window 
and fly to the nest. The trouble was, all this furtive behaviour was accompanied by much 
vigorous wagging of the tail, and also fanning of the tail showing the white edges, which 
made him extremely conspicuous!  

Eventually the young fledged, which in this case meant they perched in various places in 
the pumphouse. It took several days for the parents to persuade them out into the big 
wide world. And now they have gone, and we really miss their antics – watching them 
catching flies with their aerobatic twists and turns, and enjoying their pattering forays 
across the lawn.  

We are still sharing the pumphouse with birds though – two pairs of swallows. The first 
birds arrived back very early, then more arrived, but they have taken until June to serious-
ly settle down and breed. For a long time we had five birds – very much a case of 4’s com-
pany but 5’s a crowd! As I write this (June 20th) I think they may actually at last be feeding 
young.  

For more on Pied Wagtails see the article “February 2017 Pied Wagtails” on the Marloes Web-
site - www.marloes.org.uk. And for more on Swallows see “September 2107 Our Swallows”. 

(Choose the menu item “The Natural Environment” and select “Wildlife Notes from PP”).  



Marloes & St Brides Community Council 

 

Proposed community project: 
 

Solar Pavilion 

for the 

Village Playing Field 

 

To download our briefing document 
visit www.marloes.org.uk 

 

To qualify for Enhancing Pembrokeshire funding, the project needs sup-
port from community organisations and residents; visitors’ support 

is of course welcome too. 

 

Please send comments / questions to 

 

Chris Jessop (Vice Chair) 

01646 636789 / greatwestern@btinternet.com 

 

Yvonne Evans (Clerk) 

01646 636251 / ycevans@hotmail.com 

 

Next Community Council meeting: 

Monday 12th July 

We envisage a structure similar to this carport  



“Martha” books 

 

Brian John is a well-known Pembrokeshire 
geographer and author. He has written a series 
of books about a fictional 19th century lady 
called Martha who marries into a farming fami-
ly based at Plas Ingli, on the lower slopes of 
Carn Ingli. She finishes up as head of the 
household and has a number of interesting ad-
ventures and love affairs. The books make in-
teresting reading – life at that time on a north 
Pembrokeshire farm is very well portrayed. 
They are just the thing for those of you who 
can’t get out much at the moment! 
Volumes 1-5 cover the main story of her life, 
and there are also 3 others written later.  
We currently possess volumes 1-5 plus 7 and 8 
e.g. "On Angel Mountain", "House of Angels", 
"Dark Angel", "Rebecca and the Angels", 
"Flying with Angels", "Guardian Angel", 
"Sacrifice” and "Conspiracy of Angels", also 
the companion volume “Martha Morgan’s Lit-
tle World”.  
Anybody who would like this set of books to 
read, and then possibly pass on to somebody 
else, is welcome to have them in exchange for a 
suitable donation to the Wildlife Trust. We can 
deliver them anywhere in the local area. Give 
us a ring if you are interested. 
Peter Royle  01646 636970 

Marloes and Dale Public Access Defibrillation Scheme 
 

What if you are faced with an emergency in these uncertain times? In the event 
of a possible cardiac arrest, do follow the usual procedures but be aware of possible 
infection and use precautions below:- 

*Call for help, dial 999, fetch your nearest defibrillator. Talk to the casualty but DO 
NOT LISTEN OR FEEL FOR BREATHING BY PLACING YOUR EAR OR CHEEK 
CLOSE TO THE PERSON’S MOUTH. 

*Follow the Defibrillator instructions which are very clear, BUT DO NOT PERFORM 
RESCUE BREATHS OR ATTEMPT MOUTH TO MOUTH RESUSCITATION. 

*Continue with HANDS ONLY cardiac compressions until the ambulance arrives. 

*After contact with the casualty, wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water 
at the earliest opportunity. (Or use Alcohol hand gel). 

*After performing CPR seek advice from NHS 111.   

MEADOW	SUNBATHER									 
13th	June	2021	

 

A bulbous-sounding bee, 

In all probability pollen        

baggaged: 

So close above, her face 

Feels its fanning downdraught. 

 

Those sun-shut eyes 

Seem to sense 

Nectared contentment 

In that blossom-bound           

vibrance. 

 

Chris	Jessop 



The state of our beaches 

Sad to report, our beaches are as polluted as ever; to help our local environ-
mental campaigns Chris Jessop is photographing each of his hauls, and re-
cording any “traceables”; this montage is from two recent Marloes Sands vis-
its.  A lot of food/drink items are Anglo-Irish, unsurprisingly; but some polluting 
items are thousands of miles from their countries of origin.   

Regarding individual cleaning efforts: please note, everyone, that it is far bet-
ter if you bag a manageable amount of plastic and take it home, rather than 
collect a lot more but then leave it at the beach head to be re-dispersed by the 
wind!  Also, beach top stashes always get dog poo bags added, with horrid 
results.  

https://www.pembrokeshire-islands.co.uk/
boat-trips/land-on-skomer/ 

New for 2021 - online pre-booking 
 
You will be required to pre-book your 
Skomer Landing Trip online, then simp-
ly “check-in” at Lockley Lodge one hour 
before departure time.  

LATEST INFORMATION ABOUT VISITING SKOMER  



Fun with language – with an American twist Source unknown 

 

; TURNING VEGAN WOULD BE A MISSED STEAK  

; CRUSHING POP CANS IS SODA PRESSING  

; I’M TERRIFIED OF LIFTS AND I’M TAKING STEPS TO AVOID THEM  

; I HAVE A CHICKEN PROOF LAWN – IT’S IMPECCABLE  

; DRINK WINE. IT ISN’T GOOD TO KEEP THINGS BOTTLED UP  

; PEOPLE ARE MAKING APOCALYPSE JOKES LIKE THERE’S NO TOMORROW  

; COWS HAVE HOOVES BECAUSE THEY LACTOSE  

; FOR CHEMISTS ALCOHOL IS NOT A PROBLEM – IT’S A SOLUTION  

; PUNS ABOUT COMMUNISM AREN’T FUNNY UNLESS EVERYONE GETS THEM  

; WHENEVER I TRY TO EAT HEALTHILY A CHOCOLATE BAR LOOKS AT ME AND 

SNICKERS  

; ELECTRICIANS HAVE TO STRIP TO MAKE ENDS MEET  

; WELL, TO BE FRANK, I’D HAVE TO CHANGE MY NAME  

; DOGS CAN’T OPERATE MRI SCANNERS BUT CATSCAN  

; OUR MOUNTAINS AREN’T JUST FUNNY THEY’RE HILL AREAS  

; DOUBLE NEGATIVES ARE A NO-NO IN ENGLISH  

; IRONY, THE OPPOSITE OF WRINKLY  

; THE PROBLEM WITH POLITICAL JOKES IS THAT THEY SOMETIMES GET ELECTED  

; I’M PINING FOR A GOOD TREE PUN – I WISH THEY WERE MORE POPLAR  

; SWEET DREAMS ARE MADE OF CHEESE – WHO AM I TO DIS A BRIE  

Joke courtesy of “Paul The Milk”… 

 

First Minister Mark Drakeford has just backed down after being threatened 
with a UK wide strike by newsreader members of the National Union of Jour-
nalists.  He has agreed that the Covid strain tracked to a source in a village 
in Anglesey should be identified as North Wales 1 and not, as originally 
planned, 2021 Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogeryrchwyrndrobwllllantysiliogo-
gogoch. 
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